
Welcome to Midnapore School!
Kindergarten Orientation

June 5, 2026



Introductions

Greg Bennett Princ ipal

Leah Clare Assistant Princ ipa l

Fan Hildisheim Kind e rg arte n Te ache r, Mand arin Prog ram

Amber Gugolj Kind e rg arte n Te ache r, Re g ula r Prog ram

Aiting Yang Kind e rg arte n Te ache r, Mand arin Prog ram

Sharlene School Council Re pre se nta tive



Land Acknowledgment

http://drive.google.com/file/d/1oP7KOD1JfxtwECY4C4a9YI5Deyw4qQ0y/view


Getting Ready for Kindergarten

Build your child’s independence by encouraging them 
to:

• dress themselves (zippers, buttons) 
• use the bathroom and wash their hands on their own 
• put away toys and help out in other small ways at home
• practice opening and closing snack containers and using a 

water bottle
• play games, take turns and compromise
• develop a consistent bedtime routine 



Getting Ready for Kindergarten
Read to your child every day:

•read stories together in your first language to 
help your child develop vocabulary, listening 
and speaking skills

•enjoy reading different types of books: picture 
books, information books, nursery 
rhymes, poetry

•encourage your child to talk about the pictures 
and stories as you read together

•visit your community library (when possible)



Getting Ready for Kindergarten

Take time to talk with your child about everyday 
activities:

• share special activities together, such as walks to the 
park 

• talk about what you are seeing and doing 
• talk, read, sing and play in your first language every 

day 
• praise children for their efforts and courage to 

overcome setbacks
• talk about how it is okay to make mistakes 



How to prepare for Kindergarten…

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LDDfQG02p_w


Learning Through  PLAY

“Research shows that children 
who engage in complex forms 
of socio-dramatic play have 
greater language skills than 
non-players, better social 

skills, more empathy, more 
imagination, and more of the 
subtle capacity to know what 
others mean. They are less 
aggressive and show more 

self-control and higher levels 
of thinking” 

~Miller & Almon



Learning Through Play

Play is  the  p rim ary way throug h which young  child re n le a rn.



Learning Through Play
form ula ting  hypothe sis ​

e ng ag ing  in e xpe rim e nta tion and  e xp lora tion ​

d iscove ring  pa tte rns ​

cre a ting  the orie s ​



Early Literacy



Early Numeracy



Enhanced Supports
The classroom teacher is at the centre of your child’s 
learning team and is supported by a school learning 
team. Based on classroom needs, each kindergarten 
program will also be supported by a multidisciplinary 
team that works with large and small groups in the 
classroom. 

This team may consist of:

Education Assistants or Early Childhood Practitioners
Early Learning Strategists

Speech-Language Pathologists (SLPs)
Psychologists

Occupational Therapists (OTs)
Physiotherapists (PTs)

School Family Liaison (SFL)



School Council

What is  the  School Council, and  who can join?



What does the School Council do?

Spe cia l Eve nts  like  fun lunche s , d ance s , 
and  Mand arin Cultura l Eve nts

De cis ion-m aking  re gard ing  p rog ram s 
and  spe nd ing

Multi-ye ar p lans  for la rge  purchase s  like  
p layg round  e quipm e nt and  te chnology



Fundraising

One of the ways in which the
School Council supports us
is by provid ing fund ing for
som e of the “e xtras” in le arning .

Ad d itiona l Le arning  
Tools  and  Curriculum  
Enhance m e nts

Buse s for Fie ld  Trip s

Artis ts  in Re sid e ncy

"Caring  For our 
School Com m unity" 
Fund



Midnapore School Website

Ple ase  vis it the  school we bsite  to  loca te  the  school ca le nd ar, 
we e kly upd a te s  and  othe r im portant inform ation.

CBE Calendar 2026-27

https://cbe.ab.ca/registration/calendars/Documents/2026-2027-Instructional-Calendar.pdf
https://cbe.ab.ca/registration/calendars/Documents/2026-2027-Instructional-Calendar.pdf
https://cbe.ab.ca/registration/calendars/Documents/2026-2027-Instructional-Calendar.pdf


General School Hours

Mond ay-Thursd ay

8:00  AM – 2:30  AM

Frid ay

8:00  AM- 12:00  PM

Lunch: 11:30  AM - 12:10 PM



Mandarin Kindergarten Schedule

Mand arin Kind e rg arte n stud e nts  a tte nd  school, e ithe r:

Monday and Wednesday (8:00  AM - 2:30  PM)
OR
Tuesday and Thursday (8:00  AM - 2:30  PM)

AND
Some Fridays (8:00  AM - 12:00  PM)

Che ck the  school ca le nd ar online  for Frid ay d a te s .



Regular Program Kindergarten Schedule

Re g ular Prog ram  Kind e rgarte n stud e nts  a tte nd  school:

Monday – Thursday Mornings

8:00  AM – 10:47 AM

AND
Some Fridays (8:00  AM – 12:00  PM)

Che ck the  school ca le nd ar online  for Frid ay d a te s .

Currently, we have one regular kindergarten class that will attend in the 
morning. 



First Day of School 2025 -26

Monday, August 31 OR Tuesday, September 1



Start of the School Day

Stud e nts  a re  aske d  to m e e t by 
the  b lue  d oors tha t a re c lose st to  
the  school p layg round .

Buse d  stud e nts  will be  g re e te d  
by an ad ult upon a rrival.



End of the School Day

All pare nts  p icking  up  stud e nts  
g re e t the ir child re n a t the  
kind e rgarte n d oors.

Buse d  stud e nts  will be  e scorte d  
by an ad ult to  the ir busse s.



Childcare Options

Mid -Sun
403-256-4422

BrightPath
403-256-0504

Kids & Company
403-294-9429



Volunteering

At Mid napore  School we  we lcom e  volunte e rs  into our c lassroom s e ve ry 
d ay. The re  a re  m any opportunitie s  to  volunte e r, and  m any be ne fits .

Volunte e rs  a re  re quire d  to  have  a  curre nt police  se curity c le arance  on file  
and  com ple te  a  ye arly volunte e r authoriza tion form  a t the  school.



MyCBE / PowerSchool

You will need a MyCBE / PowerSchool account to:
● Acce ss your child ’s  p rog ram  info (e .g ., course  asse ssm e nts , 

a tte nd ance  re cord , re port ca rd )
● Pay fe e s and  re que st waive rs
● Re g iste r for transporta tion (one -way only for Kind e rg arte n)
● Book pare nt-te ache r confe re nce s
● Subm it online  school form s



School Messenger

● All of our school com m unications a re  se nt out using  School Me sse ng e r.

● You will re ce ive  we e kly com m unications from  your te ache r and  the  
school ad m inistra tion.

● You will have  to  s ig n up  to re ce ive  what a re  id e ntifie d  as  “Com m e rc ia l” 
m e ssag e s… le t us  e xp la in.



Fees

School supplies – purchase d  and  p rovid e d  by the  school

Additional Fees
● Noon supe rvision
● Fie ld  trip s
● Spe c ia l e ve nts
● Bussing

All fe e s a re  poste d  and  payab le  in your MyCBE Account .



Transportation 

If you a re  e lig ib le  for transporta tion, you will ne e d  to  re g iste r your 
child (re n) for this  se rvice . The  re g istra tion norm ally ope ns a t the  e nd  of 
May. Ple ase  visit the  CBE we bsite  for furthe r inform ation.

MyBusStop App
If your child  will be  trave lling  on the  school bus, we  strong ly re com m e nd  
tha t you d ownload  the My Bus Stop  App to be  p rovid e d  re a l-tim e  
inform ation on the  loca tion of a  bus and  any d e lays.

Transportation fees 
DO NOT have to be 

paid at this time.

http://www.mybusstop.ca/


How to Register for Bussing?

Please register using MyCBE before June 14, 2026 so the  route s can be  
p lanne d .

Bus sche d ule s and  stops a re  upd a te d  annua lly ove r the  sum m e r. Whe n 
route s a re  com ple te d  an e m ail is  se nt to  fam ilie s.

Fam ilie s  and  schools  can se e  ind ivid ua l s tud e nt’s  transporta tion 
inform ation on MyCBE.



Additional Resources
The Calgary Public Library - Top Tips for Kindergarten 
Readiness*: 
https://calgarylibrary.ca/library-news/kitchen-table-classroom-kindergarten-readiness/

The Calgary Public Library - Kindergarten Booklist: 
https://calgary.bibliocommons.com/list/share/393767397_calgarylibrary_kids/1859193931_books_to_g
et_ready_for_kindergarten?_ga=2.167944481.1601611572.1619640025-939542020.1599601380

I’m Ready for Screens - Parent Resource: 
https://banff.ca/DocumentCenter/View/11018/ImReadyForScreens_English

*Developed in collaboration with the CPL, Calgary Board of Education and the Calgary Catholic School 
Division

https://calgarylibrary.ca/library-news/kitchen-table-classroom-kindergarten-readiness/
https://calgarylibrary.ca/library-news/kitchen-table-classroom-kindergarten-readiness/
https://calgarylibrary.ca/library-news/kitchen-table-classroom-kindergarten-readiness/
https://calgarylibrary.ca/library-news/kitchen-table-classroom-kindergarten-readiness/
https://calgarylibrary.ca/library-news/kitchen-table-classroom-kindergarten-readiness/
https://calgarylibrary.ca/library-news/kitchen-table-classroom-kindergarten-readiness/
https://calgarylibrary.ca/library-news/kitchen-table-classroom-kindergarten-readiness/
https://calgarylibrary.ca/library-news/kitchen-table-classroom-kindergarten-readiness/
https://calgarylibrary.ca/library-news/kitchen-table-classroom-kindergarten-readiness/
https://calgarylibrary.ca/library-news/kitchen-table-classroom-kindergarten-readiness/
https://calgarylibrary.ca/library-news/kitchen-table-classroom-kindergarten-readiness/
https://calgary.bibliocommons.com/list/share/393767397_calgarylibrary_kids/1859193931_books_to_get_ready_for_kindergarten?_ga=2.167944481.1601611572.1619640025-939542020.1599601380
https://calgary.bibliocommons.com/list/share/393767397_calgarylibrary_kids/1859193931_books_to_get_ready_for_kindergarten?_ga=2.167944481.1601611572.1619640025-939542020.1599601380
https://calgary.bibliocommons.com/list/share/393767397_calgarylibrary_kids/1859193931_books_to_get_ready_for_kindergarten?_ga=2.167944481.1601611572.1619640025-939542020.1599601380
https://calgary.bibliocommons.com/list/share/393767397_calgarylibrary_kids/1859193931_books_to_get_ready_for_kindergarten?_ga=2.167944481.1601611572.1619640025-939542020.1599601380
https://banff.ca/DocumentCenter/View/11018/ImReadyForScreens_English


Thank You for Coming!

We  are  happy to answe r any que stions you m ay have .

We  are  a lso ava ilab le  to  support you with se tting  up  your accounts  and  volunte e r 
app lica tions (if inte re ste d ).

If you have  not com ple te d  the  Kindergarten Student Intake Questionnaire , p le ase  
d o so as  soon as possib le . 

This  p re se nta tion will be  poste d  on the  school we bsite  for future  re fe re nce . 

Mandarin Program parents, please stay behind for additional information. 



Mandarin Bilingual Kindergarten Program

Lang uage  of Instruc tion (from  Kind e rg arte n to  Grad e  4)

Mandarin English Bilingual

Chine se  Language  Arts Eng lish Language  Arts All othe r sub je c ts

Sc ie nce

Math

Socia l Stud ie s

He alth



Mandarin Bilingual Kindergarten Program

Lite racy Loops /  NLA

Oral Phase
Im p lic it Com pe te nce

Inte rna l Gram m ar

Sharing , Re ad ing
and  Discussion

Pre -re ad ing
Re ad ing

Post-re ad ing

Pre -writing
Writing

Post-writing

THE
LITERACY

LOOP



Mandarin Bilingual Kindergarten Program

Curriculum  & Confuc ius Institute  collabora tion



Cultural Events & Celebrations

● Mid -Autum n Fe stival
● Chine se  Ne w Ye ar
● Asian He ritage  Month

Chinese culture and traditions 
are integrated with lessons .

● Poe m s
● Ink and  Chine se pa inting
● Chine se  fab le s  and  c lassics
● Song s and  instrum e nts
● Chine se  m artia l a rt
● Chine se  sports



Mandarin Bilingual program









Chinese Cultural Celebrations

Mid -Autumn Festival



Chinese New Year
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